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not with you/ said the Abkhasians, as they took the
men's arms, and sent them off uninjured to Soukhoum.

On the same afternoon the insurgents attacked the
nearest Russian post, that of the Cossacks stationed
on coast-guard at Gouda'outa. Here, too, the assailants
were successful, the Rtissians were killed to a man, and
their abode was burnt. The Nemesis of Abkhasia had
completed another stage of her work.

c To Soukhoum' was now the cry ; and the whole
mass of armed men, now about three thousand in
number, were in movement southwards along the coast,
through thickets and by-paths, to the Russian strong-
hold. Next morning, from two to three hundred had
already crossed the G-umista, a broad mountain torrent
north of Soukhoum, and were before, or rather behind
the town.

A small crescent of low one-storied houses, mostly
wood, Soukhoum-Kale lies at the bottom of a deep bay
with a southerly aspect. At its western extremity is
the Old Fort, ascribed to the Genovese, but more
probably of Turkish date, whence Soukhoum derives
the adjunct of e Kela'at/ or ' Castle' (Kale is erroneous,
but we will retain it for custom's sake), a square
building, with thick walls of rough masonry and a

' few flanking bastions; within is room for a mustered
regiment or more. From the town crescent some
straight lines, indications of roads, run perpendicularly
back across the plashy ground for about a quarter
of a mile to the mountains; along these lines are
ranged other small wooden houses, mostly tenanted
by Russian officers. The garrison-camp, situated on
the most unhealthy site of this unhealthy marsh, lies
east. Behind is a table-land, whereon in August last

. there still stood the barracks of a Russian outpost,
a hospital, a public vapour-bath, and a few houses.